
 

 

 

ENGL 350 Shakespeare 

Fall 2025, Harlaxton 

By appointment

 Alongside a creative approach to the plays, we will 

consider why we should – or should not – continue to study Shakespeare after 400 years. 

“This class meets the federal credit hour policy of 1 hour of class with an expected 2 hours of additional student work outside 
of class each week for approximately 15 weeks for each hour of credit, or a total of 45-75 total hours for each credit.” (Def 1) 

University of Evansville students enrolled on ENGL 350 are eligible for General Education credit for Outcome 2  

 

a. use techniques of close-reading of the plays necessary for discussion, presentations and writing assignments; 
b. interpret the plays in terms of both historical contexts contemporary with Shakespeare and in terms of modern-day 

critical questions; 
c. understand how performance articulates multiple interpretations of the play;  
d. express personal creativity and critical thinking; 
e. work collaboratively with peers. 



 

 

A combination of in-class lectures, group discussion of literary texts, presentations, screenings, class-related activities, and 

experiential learning days.  

 

1. The Norton Shakespeare, 3rd revised edition. (Norton Publishing, 2015) This has been edited especially for American 

students and has excellent supplemental information both in the volume and digitally online. 

This textbook is available on loan from the Harlaxton library – you do not need to purchase the play texts 

2. There will be suggested filmed versions to view alongside readings.  

Week/dates Session One Session Two 

1 Sept 2&4 Course welcome Constructing Shakespeare 

2 Sept 9&11 Shakespeare plays on Renaissance stages; 

comparing past and present 
Romeo and Juliet: Sources and Sonnets 

3 Sept 16&18 Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo? 

Textual clues on character 
Romeo and Juliet: Hidden in the text – how to stage a 

sword fight 

Discussion Forum 

4 Sept 23&25 Adapting the Canon – what and why? The Taming of the Shrew: Plot and problems 

Guidance on group presentation 

5 Sept 30 & 

Oct 2 
The Taming of the Shrew: TV adaptation 2005 

BBC ShakespeaRe-Told (note: session will start 

15 minutes early) 

Reviewing the Shrew 

 

6 Oct 14&16 Group Presentations Your learning journey – what do you know now? 

MID TERM BREAK (Oct 17-26) 
 Week/dates Session One Session Two 

7 Oct 28&30 Welcome back and guidance on assessments 

Hamlet: Shakespeare’s Advice to the Players   
Hamlet: Revenge Tragedy 

Suggested film version:  

2009 Dir: Gregory Doran  

8 Nov 4&6 Annotated bibliography workshop session Outline of creative project/essay plan with annotated 

bibliography due  

The Merchant of Venice: A comical history? 

Film semiotics  

9 Nov 11&13 Richard III: The True Tragedy 

Suggested film version:  

2016 BBC The Hollow Crown Series 2 episode 3 

Dir: Dominic Cooke 

Richard III: Girl Power 

10 Nov 18&20 Twelfth Night: Original Practices 

Suggested film version:  

2012 The Globe Dir: Tim Carroll 

Twelfth Night: Comedy and melancholy 



 

 

11 Nov 25&27 Creative projects* Creative projects*  

12 Dec 2&4 Surrounding Shakespeare: Paratexts Research paper/reflective account due Dec 5th 

13 Dec 9 Farewell to Shakespeare  Semester ends Dec 10  

Students will be graded on the following assessments: 

A question will be posted on Blackboard and you will be expected to contribute in 2 ways:

1. A contribution of 300-400 words in response to the question(s) posed by the instructor, 

2. Two contributions of 150-200 words commenting on the responses posted by your peers.  
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Grade Assessment Criteria



 

 

Academic 
Criteria  

Excellent 
A 

Strong 
B 

Satisfactory 
C 

Weak 
D 

Unsatisfactory 
F 

Clarity and 
quality of 
analysis 
and 
argument 

 

 

Research: 
use of 
appropriate 
reading and 
sources 

Exploration 
of topic 

Structure, 
presentation, 
use of 
English and 
referencing 
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