
 

 

 

Intercultural Communication Syllabus 

COMM 380 Intercultural communication, Spring 2025 

Examines the communication process of individuals from different cultures or subcultures. Explores possible sources of 

misunderstandings in intercultural communication (e.g., time/space factors, linguistic and nonverbal factors, ethnocentric 

communication, communication problems of persons engaged in personal or professional intercultural contacts). UE Outcome 9.  

1. Increase understanding of the relationship between culture and communication; 
2. Provide an intellectual framework that allows description and understanding of communication between culturally 

heterogeneous individuals; 
3. Explain the role of cultural patterns, verbal codes, and nonverbal codes in the development of intercultural 

interpersonal relationships; 
4. Describe obstacles to intercultural communication; and 
5. Strive toward becoming more effective intercultural communicators through observation and analysis of our own 

behavior and various cultural groups. 



 

 

 *Tentative Schedule subject to change as instructor deems necessary 

January 

14 and 16 

Week’s reading: Gamble et al. Chapter 1: Introducing Intercultural Communication  

Insight builder due  

January 

21 and 23 

Week’s reading: Gamble et al. Chapter 2: Identities and Cultural Awareness 

Insight builder due 

January 

28 and 30 

Week’s reading: Gamble et al. Chapter 3: Verbal Communication and Culture 

Insight builder due  

February 

4 and 6 

Week’s reading: Gamble et al. Chapter 4 Nonverbal Communication and Culture 

Insight builder due  

Exam I 

February 

7 

MultiCultural Walk in Leicester (Mandatory day trip for this class) 

February 

11 and 13 

Week’s reading: Gamble et al. Chapter 5: Understanding Cultural Variability 

Insight builder due  

February 

18 and 20 

Week’s reading Gamble et al. Chapter 6 Intercultural Relationships 

Insight builder due  

February 

25 and 27 

Week’s reading: Gamble et al. Chapter 8: Gender, Sexuality and Culture 

Insight builder due  

February 

28 to 

March 9 

Spring Break; no class meetings. 

March 11 

and 13 

Week’s reading: Gamble et al. Chapter 7: Race and Intergroup Relationships  

Insight builder due  

Exam II 

March 18 

and 20 

Week’s reading: Gamble et al. Chapter 9: Navigating Intercultural Conflict 

Insight builder due  

March 25 

and 25 

Watch and discuss Crash film 

April 1 

and 3 

Week’s reading: Gamble et al. Chapter 10: Immigration, Cultural Empathy, 

Communication… 

Insight builder due  

Crash paper due 



 

 

April 8 

and 10 

Week’s reading: Gamble et al. Chapter 11: Professional Contexts 

Insight builder due  

April 15 

and 17 

Week’s reading: Gamble et al. Chapter 12: Media and Culture 

Insight builder due  

Exam III 

April 22 

and 24 

Gamble et al. Chapter 13: Future  

Future essay due 
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